St udy
Questi ons

Mesa Verde &the Anasazi

The followng study questions are designed for learning at the know edge
and conprehension | evel s of B oom s Taxonony. Answers are found wthin

the Fct Fle There is a separate section for each of the nain topics: Msa

Verde Bwironnent, Anasazi Glture, Anasazi Atifad s and Anasazi
Achitecture. The foll owng obj ectives are entbedded wthin the study

questi ons:
The learner Wil list evironent d characteristics of the
Mesa Verde envi ronnent .
The learner Wil labd the pats of apt house ad a kiva

The learner Wil natch Anasazi tine periods wth the form
of architecture present a thet tine

The learner wll describe how envi ronnent a cond tions
d fected the Anasazi .

The learner Wil explain how Aesazi artifact s provide
infornation about howthe Anasazi |ived.

The learner Wil discuss howthe Anasazi used plant s and
aimsindlylife

The learner Wil describe elenent sd Anasazi cuture.
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The Anasazi chose to live at Mesa Verde because of favorabl e environnent d conditions. The
topography, cdinste axdwldife dl hdped the Anasazi to survive at Mesa Verde for over seven
centuries. The answers to the followng questions can be found by expl oring the envi ronnent
section of the Fact Fle

1 Wich four states neet at the Four Corners?
U ah, @l orado, New Mexi co and Ai zona

2 Mesa Verde is pat o the (ol orado H at eau.

3 Mesa Vedeis Spanishfor geentade.

4 List the four geologic fornations of Mesa Verde fromol dest to youngest.
Q dest Mancos Shal e
Poi nt Lookout Sandst one
Menef ee Fornation
Youngest Ciff House Sandstone

5 Wat happened to the Aiff Huse Sandstone |ayer and what did the Anasazi do as a
result?

The | ayer eroded away, forning al coves. The Awsazi bult the diff dsdlinos in these d coves.

6 Theclinate at Mesa Verde is classified as semn-arid.

7 Were did the Anasazi get their drinking water fron?
Natural seeps and springs
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8 Wat isit about each of the followng environnent al factors that nake Mesa Verde a

good place to |ive?
Tenper at ure

Sunmer _t enper at ures war m enough for good crop grow h

MId wnters wth warmdaily tenperatures and few severe col d peri ods
Wa e

Dependabl e summer _rai ns

Sificdet wnter preciptaionto hel p veget ati on grow and to supply ground wat er

Nt ural seeps and springs
7
Sil good for growng crops

How di d the Anasazi use each of the followng plants?

A aen A ne

Nut s used as food, wood used for house construction, tods, and firewod

U ah Juni per

Berries used as food supplenent s, flavorings and in nedicine, wod used for tod's, firewod
and house construction

Yucca
QGothing, sandals, blanket s, snares, basket s, rope, food and soap

Nane three aninals that can be found at Mesa Verde.
Rocky Mbunt ai n Mil e Deer

Wild Turkey
@l lared Li zard
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yjectscantdl usagea ded abou acudtue Ached ogsts have found nany objects at Mesa
Verce that tell us howthe Anasazi lived. The answers to the followng questions can be found by
epaing the atifact s section of the Fact Fle

1 The Anasazi did not use any netal. Wat were sone of the other naterials they used to
nake tool s?

Vdod, stone and bone

2 Were did the Anasazi get hard stones for naking tool s?
Rverbed or other nount ain areas

3 Wat was the nost common everyday tool used by the Anasazi and what was it used
for?

The net ate and nano. It was used for grinding nuts, berries, coon and other food

4 Wy have archeol ogi sts found very few pi eces of Anasazi cl ot hi ng?
Qothing vas worn until is was no | onger wearabl e
Qothing vas nade fromplant naterial, which decays when di scarded
The Anasazi probably didnt wear very nuch clothing

5 Wat is the nost inportant piece of clothing for the Anasazi and why?
Sandal s were the nost i nport ant because the feet needed to be protected fromthe rocky
terrain, cactus ad insect s

6 Wat are sone of the things the Anasazi used baskets for?
Gxrying water, storing grain and cooki ng

7 Howdid the Anasazi nake their baskets waterproof ?
By lining the basket s wth ptch

8 During what period did the Anasazi start naking pottery?
Mbdi fi ed Basket naker period
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Wiat was the nost inportant thing pottery allowed the Anasazi to do?
ok food nore thoroughl y

During the Devel opnent al Ruebl o period, Anasazi pottery techni ques inproved. Wy
were they able to spend nore tine naking pottery at this tine?

Because they devel oped a nore reliabl e nethod of growng food so they had nore ti ne.

Wat are the features of the refined pottery of the G assic Ruebl o period?
Geonetric bl ack desi gns on a grayi sh-whi t e backagr ound

Wat is an atlatl and howis it used?
It isasot, rigdstick thd K ps the hunter throwa spear wth oreater force

Around what year did the bowand arrow repl ace the atlatl and spear as the prinary
hunti ng weapon?

AD 500

Wiy was the bow and arrow better for hunting than the atlatl and spear?

Mich nore accurate, increasi ng the hunter s success

Wiat is the difference between a petrogl yph and a pi ct ograph?
Petrog yphs are figures carved into the rock surface and pictooraphs are figures panted on the

rock surface

Wiich are there nore of at Mesa Verde, petrogl yphs or pictographs and why?
There are nore petrogl yphs because the paint of the pictographs has eroded away over the

Year' s.

Rock art fromeach period of Anasazi culture has different characteristics. Wy is there
nore rock art found fromthe Early Basketnaker tine period?

Because rock art was the only way the peopl e expressed thensel ves during that period. In

later periods pottery becane another formaof artistic expressi on.
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Because the Anasazi did not have a witten | anguage, archeo ogist s have worked to pi ece
together infornation about this ancient culture. Mich of what we believe to be true about the
Anasazi cones from conparisons wth nodern Puebl o Indians of Arizona and New Mexi co. The
answers to the folowng questions can be found by exporing the cuture section of the Fact Fle

1 Qrtanpats of avillage were assigned to individua famly units called clans, wile
other pats were shared by the whol e community. Next to each village feature, wite
whether it was assigned to a clan or coomunity or to both clan and comunity.

(pen courtyards commni ty
Stios o diff ddlings can

Roads communi ty

Feds for farmng dan

Gerenoni al ki vas conmunity or clan
Ref use heaps communi ty

2 Anasazi famly structure was probably natrilineal . Wat does this nean?
Descent was through the fenal e |ine.

3 Wy did Anasazi girls grind cornin front of a boy s nother before the girl would be
allowed to narry the boy?

In order to prove that she cou d nake enough food to support the famly.

4 ANta Anasazi people narried, where did they |ive?
Withthegrl s famly.

5 BEach of the seasons required specific work for the Anasazi. Next to each season, list the
activities of the Anasazi .

Spring Repair and redecoration of the houses

Summer Tend crops and conserve wat er

Autumn Harvest crops and dry food for storage

@llect grasses and plant s for storage

Hint for wld gane and store neat
Weave feather bl anket s
Winea Sone hunti ng
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What were sone of the itens the Anasazi traded wth peopl e fromother areas?
Seashel|s, turquoise, pottery, caton

Wiat were the three nain st apdes of the Anasazi diet?
Qorn, beans and squash

Men and wonen had different responsibility related to finding and preparing food. Wat
vere these responsi bilities?

Men Hinti ng and farning
Wonen Q@llect widpaits and berries and prepare the neal s

About how tal were Anasazi nmen and wonen?
Men 5feat 4 inches
Wonmen 5fed

Wiat did the Anasazi probably | ook |ike?
Dark hair _and brown eyes
Ligt to dark broan skin cd ori ng

We can only base our ideas of Anasazi beliefs on what we learn fromthei r nodern
descendants. Wiat do the nodern Puebl o I ndians believe about spirits?

That they cone fromthe underworld to teach peopl e

By about what date was Mesa Verde deserted?
AD 1300

What are sone of the theories about why the Anasazi abandoned Mesa Verde?
Ntua resources likesal, faests and aninal s were depl eted
Sciad and pditica prod ens

Were did the Anasazi go when they left Mesa Verde?

New Mexi co and Aizona
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Mesa Verde cont ains nany different exanples of Anasazi architecture incl udi ng pi t houses,
puebl os and cliff dwellings. Quer the seven hundred year span thet the Anasazi |ived at Msa
Verde, buildi ng techniques and designs reflected changes t aking place in the culture. The ansvers
to the folowng questions can be found by exp oring the architecture section of the Fact Fle

1 Wy didthe Awasazi first start to build pernanent structures for shelter?
They st arted to lead a nore settled vay of [ife as farming repl aced hunting and oat heri ng and
they needed to live near their farnhands.

2 Three major forng of architecture are associated wth different Anasazi tine periods.
Qnpl ete the chart belowby filling in the nane of the tine period and the formof
architecture for each range of dates

Dat es Tine Period Formof Achitecture
AD 550- AD 750 Mbdi fi ed Basket naker H t houses

AD 70 - AD 1100 Devel opnent a Ruebl o Puebl os

AD 110 - A D 1300 Geat Puebl o Giff Drdlings

Tine Reriods: Devel opnent al Puebl o, Mbdified Baskenaker, Geat Puebl o
Forns of Achitecture Q@ff Dnaellings, Hthouses, Ruebl os

3 Label the pats of a pithouse on the di agram bel ow.

4 Wat two things did the pithouse structure evol ve into?
The above-oround structure devel oped i nto the puebl o
house and the under -oroud pit evdved into the kiva
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5 Wen the Anasazi began to build puebl o houses, they changed fromusing pol e and
adobe construction to what other type of construction?

St one nasonry

6 The word pueblo is Spanish for dty.

7 Wat changes in the Anasazi culture caused themto start building the larger, pueblo
struct ures?

They st artedtoliveinlaoxy aops and probably devel oped nore fornali zed famly, socid ad

rdidos paters.

8 The nane kiva cones fromthe Hopi word for cerenonial room

9 Wat didthe Anasazi use the kivas for?
Rdidous rituds ad social gatheri ngs

10 Label the pats o akiva
vatilaa

bench

ar Hleta

firept

spapu

plester

o 01k WON B

11 Wat are sone of the reasons the Anasazi nay have built the cliff dwellings highin the
cliff al coves?

Qiff ddlings are easier to defend
The al coves provided better protection fromthe el enent s
Mwving to the al coves freed up valuabl e flat ground on the nesa tops that cod d be used for

farmn

12 Wiich direction do nost cliff dwellings face in and why?
Mst face south so they can catch nore of the wnter sun.

13 How did the Anasazi access the high cliff dwellings?
Ladders nade froml ogs, ropes woven fromyucca, hand and toe hol ds
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